Miss Tuscaloosa

An official Preliminary to Miss Alabama Competition
 Dear Candidates: 

Let me take this opportunity to say that we at the Miss Tuscaloosa Competition are delighted to have you as a candidate in our competition, and we are planning a day that should prove to be fun, exciting and enjoyable.  The competition will be Saturday, July 17, 2021 at the Bama Theatre 600 Greensboro Ave. Tuscaloosa, AL  35401.  The Miss Tuscaloosa Competition and Miss Tuscaloosa’s Outstanding Teen Competition will be held together and will begin at 6:00 P.M. 

Miss Tuscaloosa Competition Entry/Eligibility Requirements: 

1. You must be a U.S. citizen and must be one of the following: a) a resident of, b) a full-time   

student in, or c) work full-time in Alabama for at least thirty (30) days prior to a local competition and ninety (90) days prior to a state competition without locals; eliminating the requirement to complete at least one semester and allowing college/university acceptance and enrollment to physically attend classes; and reducing the twenty-six weeks of full-time employment to 60 days of continuous full-time employment. You are required to provide proof by producing one of the items listed in the 

    residency requirements of the contract acknowledgement. 

2.  You must be at least 18-years of age as of July 31st in the calendar year of the State
     Competition in which she competes;

3.  Must be a high school graduate or equivalent by July 31st in the calendar year of the 
     State Competition in which she competes; and

4.  Must not be older than twenty-five (25) years of age as of the last day in the calendar year of 
     the State Competition in which she competes (December 31).

5.  For the avoidance of doubt, a contestant cannot turn twenty-six (26) years of age at any 

     Time during the calendar year in which she will compete at state.

6.  You must not be under contract to endorse any product, firm, or corporation. 

To ensure your place in our competition, a $50 no-show deposit is required for entry. Please make checks payable to “Miss Tuscaloosa Competition.” Your check will be returned to you the day of the pageant  

We are limiting the competition to the first 10 qualified candidates who provide all the necessary and required paperwork/documentation/fees.

All required paperwork/documents/fees must be received by the Executive Director no later than 5:00 P.M. on July 3, 2021.
All the forms you will need to enter as a candidate in the Miss Tuscaloosa Competition are found on the Miss Alabama website missalabama.com.; by clicking on How to Enter.
WARDROBE:
Below is a list of the wardrobe items you will need to compete in this competition:

Interview 25%:

 Candidate should wear attire suitable of a job interview

Opening Number: 
Any color cocktail dress of your choice that reflects your personality. The dress must not be extremely short, the judges will be seated below the stage.
On Stage Interview 15%
Candidate’s Opening Number cocktail dress

Talent 40%: 

 Outfit of your choice
Evening Gown/Social Impact 20%: 
 Evening gown of your choice.

Closing Number: 
 Evening gown,
You must arrive at the Bama Theatre at 8:30 A.M. on Saturday, July 20, 2019. You will enter the theatre by the grey side door.  There will be a staff member there to greet you and to take you to your dressing room.  Please be patient because we will have many candidates arriving at the same time.  Your family/friends may help you bring your belongings into the dressing rooms, but then they MUST leave.  No one other than candidates and official staff member may be present at the theatre until the doors open at 5:30 P.M. The competition will begin at 6:00 P.M.  Tickets are $15 for adults and $10 for children under the age of 12.  Tickets may be purchased at the door or check-in time.
You will check-in at 8:30 A.M. and each candidate will be given their candidate number/lineup, the schedule containing each candidate’s interview time and talent rehearsal time.
You will be provided a lunch during the day before the competition, and we will have snacks for you, but it’s important that you eat a good breakfast before arriving at the competition location.

Interviews are 10 minutes long.  There are NO opening statements.  At the 9:30 minute mark, you will be asked by the Head Judge if there is anything not already discussed that you wish to tell the panel.  If so, you have 30 seconds to close, but you do NOT have to have a closing remark.  You may simply say “no thank you” and end the interview.  There is NO penalty for not having closing remarks.  It is simply an opportunity for you to let the judges know something you feel is important and which has NOT been discussed in interview.

Due to the substantial number of candidates we cannot allot a great deal of time in between interviews, so it is imperative that you are waiting outside the interview room several minutes before your interview starts.  We will have runners to make sure each candidate makes it to her interview on time. Once you are finished with your interview, you must leave the area immediately.  No one can remain outside the interview room.  In interview, the judges can ask any question.  The questions do not have to come from your bio or platform essay, but most of the questions will come from those documents.  However, the judges may ask any question regarding current events, politics and controversial issues.
Each candidate will have enough time to rehearse her talent performance twice on stage, back to back.  During talent rehearsals, you CANNOT sit in the auditorium and watch other candidates rehearse their talents. NO ONE is to be in the auditorium or to remain around backstage while another candidate is rehearsing during her official rehearsal time.  An exception would be if you are waiting in the wings backstage for the candidate in front of you to finish her rehearsal (because you will need to be ready to go onstage immediately for your rehearsal).  However, once you are finished rehearsing then you must exit the auditorium and go back to the dressing room area.
By 5:50 P.M., each candidate must be completely ready for the competition and waiting in the wings backstage in the proper position.  So, each candidate should have her hair and makeup done and her opening number outfit on prior to that time.  The competition will begin promptly at 6:00pm. 
The winner of the Miss Tuscaloosa title will have great opportunities to use her talent and speaking ability to promote the Miss Tuscaloosa, Miss Alabama, and Miss America Organizations while meeting new people in Tuscaloosa and throughout Alabama. She will be charged with the responsibility of being a role model for other young women by displaying her poise, confidence, intelligence, talent, and fitness at every moment and will go on to represent Tuscaloosa at the Miss Alabama Competition held in June 2021.
Thank you for considering the Miss Tuscaloosa Competition! We hope to see you on Saturday, July 17, 2021!  If you have any questions, please contact me at 205-242-1560 or email scarlett399@att.net.
Remember - compete only with yourself and do it better than the time before. 

Best Regards,

Scarlett

Scarlett Walker

Director, Miss Tuscaloosa
205.242.1560
scarlett399@att.net
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*PLEASE READ THIS ENTIRE PACKET*
Application Packets must be received no later than July 3, 2021!
DO NOT REQUIRE A SIGNATURE IF SENDING PRIORITY MAIL! 

**USE THE CHECKLIST ON PAGE 7 TO MAKE SURE ALL INFORMATION IS INCLUDED IN RETURNED APPLICATION PACKETS** 

Only completed applications are accepted.  Simply stated, all checklist information must be included in the original packet to be considered complete. 

After July 3rd 2021, all candidates will be e-mailed an updated pageant day schedule.

Please correspond or list an email address which will be checked regularly.

Everything should be mailed to the Miss Tuscaloosa Competition Executive Director

DO NOT REQUIRE A SIGNATURE FOR PRIORITY MAIL!

Mailing Address:
Miss Tuscaloosa Competition – Your Name

 Scarlett Walker
399 36th Street

Northport, Alabama 35473
APPLICATIONS MUST BE RECEIVED BY July 3rd, 2021
BE PREPARED!

All contracts should be reviewed thoroughly by each contestant and her parent (s) or legal guardian (s). This helps to ensure a proper understanding of what is expected as the potential titleholder of Miss Tuscaloosa.     
· Know Your Resume! 

· Know Your Social Impact Initiative
· Be Familiar with Current Events and Social Issues. 

Copies of candidate’s Resume and Social Impact Initiative will be given to each judge for questions to be asked in your interview.
Miss Tuscaloosa Candidates Information Sheet
Must be 18 – 25 years of age (no older than 25 years of age as of the last day in the calendar year of the State Competition in which she competes (December 31, 2021).
 Candidate Name_________________________________________________________ 

Age: ______ Date of Birth: _______________ 

Address_________________________________________________________________ 
E-mail Address: __________________________________________________________ 

Home Phone___________________________ Cell Phone: _______________________ 

School/University________________________________________________________

Talent: _______________________

Please mail this form back with your application.
Miss Tuscaloosa Candidate Checklist

ALL ITEMS MUT BE SUBMITTED BY JULY 3, 2021 DEADLINE TO BE CONSIDERED A CANDIDATE FOR MISS TUSCALOOSA COMPETITION.

EMAIL THE FOLLOWING ITEMS BEFORE THE DEADLINE:

□ Your Resume and Social Impact Initiative along with your Headshot (JPEG) to the director to forward to judges.
.
MAIL THE FOLLOWING ITEMS BEFORE THE DEADLINE

□ 6 copies of Contestant Resume for judges’ books
□ 6 copies of Social Impact Initiative Essay for the judges’ books
□ 6 copies black & white photocopies of 5x7 photo on 8.5x11 paper for the Judges’ books  
□ Pink or Blue Official Copy of Birth Certificate* Do NOT send original!
*Miss Tuscaloosa contestants must be 18– 25 years of age and live, work, or attend school in Alabama for six (6) months prior July 1, 2021.
□ Driver’s license or Lease Agreement (ONLY if claiming eligibility to compete as an Alabama resident)

□ Copy of current transcript (ONLY if claiming eligibility to compete as an undergraduate or graduate student in AL)

□ Proof of Employment (ONLY if claiming eligibility to compete as a full-time employee in Alabama or local boundaries)
□ Miss Alabama Local Candidate Supplemental Information Sheet
□ Requirements of Miss Tuscaloosa (signed) Pages 8-14
□ $50 No-Show Deposit Check made out to the Miss Tuscaloosa Competition 

□ Also Bring 2 copies of your Talent CD with you to the competition! 
BRING THE FOLLOWING WITH YOU TO EACH COMPETITION YOU COMPETE:

□ 27 Page State Contract filled out in its entirety for the First Preliminary you enter.  If you compete in more than one preliminary, you will bring the 27 pages original contract along with the supplemental competition pages added to it for each preliminary you enter.  Example:  If you entered 5th preliminary, you would bring the 27 pages contract from your first preliminary and the 2 pages from the 4 other preliminaries you enter.  This becomes your record for Miss Alabama of the number of preliminaries you entered for the pageant year.  The new contract does NOT require a notary.  You will also need to bring this contract with you to the preliminary.  If you win, this becomes your state contract.  Make sure your contract has all the required documents attached (DL, front and back of insurance card, ect…)
MISS TUSCALOOSA COMPETITION REQUIRED FORMS:

Instruction for Completing the Candidate’s Resume (NEW) (may be 1 or 2 Pages)

Go to Miss Alabama Web Page – missalabama.com

At the top of page click on Miss Alabama
Scroll down to Local Competition and scroll to the right scroll down to 

How To Enter the Miss Alabama Competition (click on this)

All forms and information are located there on how to enter and how to complete forms.

Instructions for Candidate Resume 

Sample Candidate Resume

Print six (6) copies 

Email resume to scarlett399@att.net

Instructions for Candidate Social Impact Essay

Sample Social Impact Essay

Print six (6) copies 

Email Social Impact Initiative to scarlett399@att.net

2021-2022 Miss Alabama Local Candidate Supplemental Information Sheet
Mail form with application

2022 MAO State and Local Candidate Contract
Go to Miss Alabama Web Page – missalabama.com

At the side of page click on How to Enter

Each candidate must bring with her to each local preliminary the 2022 MAO State and Local Candidate Contract.  On Page 17, the first competition she enters, the local director must complete the top portion of the page that she has been accepted as a candidate.  If the candidate wins the competition, this document becomes the state contract and will be mailed to the Miss Alabama office where the bottom potion of the page will be completed.  If the candidate does not win the competition, she brings the contract to the next local preliminary and that local director will complete the top portion of page.  If the candidate wins the competition, the contract will ALL pages goes to the Miss Alabama office.  If the candidate does not win the competition, she brings the contract to the next local preliminary and that local director will complete the bottom portion of page 18.  Each local director MUST SIGN this contract regardless of the number of duplicate pages 18 have been added.

Requirements of Miss Tuscaloosa 
Statement of Understanding Between: 

Miss Tuscaloosa 2022 and the Miss Tuscaloosa Competition
I attest that I am a citizen of The United States of America and I meet the requirements to enter the pageant based on ONE of the following.  Only ONE of the following is required to meet the pageant requirements.

 Must be 18 and no greater than 25 of age as of the last day in the calendar year of 

  the State Competition in which she competes (December 31).

A legal resident residing _________________________________ in the state of Alabama OR

A full-time, registered student in good standing at____________________________

______________________________High School, College, or University) OR
A full-time employee at ___________________________________________________ 

(Name of Company), located in ________________________________________ (City, Zip).

1.  Relationship:
The Miss Tuscaloosa Competition is organized as a nonprofit organization whose express purposes include:

1. The provision of scholarship funds.

2. The representation of Tuscaloosa in the Miss Alabama Competition
3. The representation of the sponsors of the Miss Tuscaloosa Competition.

4. The promotion of the Miss Tuscaloosa Competition.

As a result, there are several important premises, which are basic to Miss Tuscaloosa’s Year of Service, I agree the Director and the Board of Directors of the Miss Tuscaloosa Competition, have absolute management control of Miss Tuscaloosa for her year of service.    Miss Tuscaloosa must recognize that for her year of service she will represent Tuscaloosa, the Miss Tuscaloosa Competition, and its sponsors.  It is important that she maintain immaculate personal grooming whether on campus, going shopping, or any public appearances.  ______(Initial)

2.  Rules and regulations.  I agree to participate in the series of events leading up to the final selection of Miss Tuscaloosa 2022 and abide by and am bound by the rules and regulations governing scholarships and other prizes.  ______(Initial)

3.  Agree to hold harmless.  I agree that neither Miss Tuscaloosa officials, nor the sponsors of Miss Tuscaloosa, nor anyone working for or with this pageant shall be held liable should any accident occur during any rehearsals or during the pageant activities.  I agree that neither Miss Tuscaloosa officials, nor the sponsors, nor anyone working for or with this pageant shall be held liable should any theft or destruction of my individual property occur during any rehearsals or during the pageant activities, except for the perpetrator of said theft or destruction.  ______(Initial)

4.  Local representation.  I recognize that during my year of service as Miss Tuscaloosa, I will represent the Tuscaloosa area, the Miss Tuscaloosa Competition, and its sponsors.  I agree that I will maintain immaculate personal grooming whether on campus, going shopping, or any public appearance.  ______(Initial)
5.  Mandatory events.  If I am selected as Miss Tuscaloosa 2022, I agree to make myself available for public appearances required of me by the pageant officials. I understand that I am only allowed to wear my crown in public with my director’s permission.   I will refer all requests for appearances to the Director (s).  All appearances must be cleared and approved by the Director.  Under most circumstances, a Member of the Miss Tuscaloosa Board must accompany the title holder on any official appearances; however, should a board member not be available for the event a chaperone approved by the director may accompany her. Miss Tuscaloosa will not book any appearances without first discussing it with the director.  She will keep a current calendar listing all appearances and submit a list to the Miss Tuscaloosa Executive Board every three (3) months during the year of her reign. In addition, a list of appearances through May 1st of the year of service will be reviewed with the Miss Tuscaloosa Director no later than April 1st for submission to the Miss Alabama State Field Director.   ______(Initial)
A. The following is a list of mandatory events that will be attended by Miss Tuscaloosa 2022:
· Appearances to be determined by the Director

· Alabama Homecoming Parade

· Tuscaloosa Christmas Parade

· Miss Alabama top Ten Fashion Show and Luncheon

· Miss Alabama Candidates Orientation

· Miss Alabama’s Outstanding Teen Pageant – Introduction of Miss Alabama Candidates
· Miss Alabama Candidates Workshop

· Miss Alabama Evening Spectacular

· Miss Alabama Competition Week

Show grace, poise and appreciation at all appearances, never take advantage of any host’s hospitality; and never give the impression when appearing as Miss Tuscaloosa of being sick, bored, tired, annoyed, angry, upset, anxious or disinterested. ________(Initial)

6.  Healthy lifestyle.  As Miss Tuscaloosa, I agree to maintain the weight agreed upon between me and the pageant director, to abide by an exercise program and healthy eating plan to maintain my physical appearance.  ______(Initial)

7.  Information.  I understand the importance of the interview portion of competition and I agree to maintain a reading program to stay informed on current events, public issues and world affairs.  I also agree that I will regularly watch local, state and national news programs to stay informed on current events, public issues and world affairs.  Mock interviews will be held by the Miss Tuscaloosa Board of Directors.  ______(Initial)

8. Miss Tuscaloosa Competition process.  I agree that the manner and method of conducting the Miss Tuscaloosa Competition shall be at the sole discretion of the Miss Tuscaloosa Competition, the Miss Alabama Competition and the Miss America Competition and I further agree that the time, method and manner of judging the Miss Tuscaloosa Competition, the award and distribution and of the scholarships and prizes shall be with the sole discretion of the director of the Miss Tuscaloosa Competition.  The decision of the persons designated to judge the various events in all matters pertaining to the selection of the winners shall be final.  I agree that I will not publicly criticize or question the results of the pageant, the method and manner of judging, the decisions or opinions of the Executive Director, and further that I will not make any statement publicly which a reasonable person could construe as criticism or doubt of the same, or as reflection of negativity toward the Miss Tuscaloosa Competition or its Executive Director or Board Members. ______(Initial)

9.  Miss Alabama Competition approvals.  I agree and consent to have my entire and complete wardrobe, costumes, gowns, swimsuits, dresses, shoes, accessories, make up, hair products, hair styles and clothing items which I will wear and/or use during all events and all phases of competition at the Miss Alabama Competition at which I am appearing as Miss Tuscaloosa prepared for viewing by the Miss Tuscaloosa Executive Director and Board Members by the deadlines which the Executive Director will set at the beginning of my reign. I further agree and consent that I must obtain the prior approval of the Executive Director regarding my complete wardrobe, costumes, gowns, swimsuits, dresses, shoes, accessories, make-up, hair styles hair products and clothing items which I will wear and/or use during all events and all phases of competition at the Miss Alabama Competition at which I am appearing as Miss Tuscaloosa.  I understand that the Executive Director has the final decision- making authority on each of the above listed issues.  I further understand that I must preview my talent selection for the Executive Director by the deadline which the Executive Director will set at the beginning of my reign.  The Executive Director have the final decision- making authority regarding all aspects related to my talent selection and the performance thereof.  It is the responsibility of Miss Tuscaloosa to contact the Executive Director of Miss Tuscaloosa to obtain said approval.  For approval to be granted the Executive Director must see the clothes and witness the talent performance in person – photographs and/or videos will not suffice.  I will have all documents, photos, platform scrapbook, and mandatory requirements of Miss Alabama Competition prepared by the deadline set forth by the Miss Alabama Competition. ______(Initial)

10.  Outside Coaching/Consulting Prohibited.   Miss Tuscaloosa is strictly prohibited from receiving any coaching, training, consultation or advice from anyone other than the Executive Director (unless the Executive Director otherwise approves). Miss Tuscaloosa is strictly prohibited from consulting with any pageant coach/advisor which she has used in the past (unless the Executive Director otherwise approves). In some instances, the Executive Director will require Miss Tuscaloosa to sever all ties with certain pageant “coaches.”

I agree and understand that I shall not in any way seek, request, accept obtain and/or receive any advice, coaching, training, consulting, or feedback of any sort or type whatsoever regarding anything related in any way to my performances as a pageant contestant from any individual, person, coach, consultant, judge, advisor, paid or voluntary, other than the Executive Director unless the Executive Director expressly gives prior approval. Then, I may only act in this regard as specifically directed by the Executive Director.   Failure to abide by this rule will result in forfeiture of the title of Miss Tuscaloosa and all scholarships and prizes awarded to me, as Miss Tuscaloosa. I understand I will not be able to compete as Miss Tuscaloosa in the Miss Alabama Competition.   I understand that all decisions will be made between Director of Miss Tuscaloosa and me concerning the Miss Alabama Competition.  Parents and friends are to provide support but will not play a part in the decision-making process in preparing for the Miss Alabama Pageant.  ______(Initial)

11. Good faith deposit.  I agree to provide a $50.00 check payable to the Miss Tuscaloosa Competition in a good faith effort to hold my spot as a candidate, I am aware that the $50.00 check will be returned to me on the day of the competition.  I also understand that if I am unable to compete, I will forfeit my deposit.  ______(Initial)

12. MAO Spotfund. Is required to have $100 in her http://spot.fund/MissAmerica2021site account before the Miss Tuscaloosa Competition begins, and will provide proof of monies raised for the Miss America Spotfund.  I also agree to raise $250.00 to compete in the Miss Alabama Competition.  I understand that this money must be in my website account before the Miss Alabama Competition begins in June 2022.  ______(Initial)

13. Social Media Profile Pages. Ensure that, at all times any of my social media profile pages, websites, and/or Internet domain, as well as those of any individual, designated thereon as a member of my family or with whom I am in a relationship, do not contain any word, phrase, sentence, discussion, image, symbol, photograph, recording, video or representation which may be construed by a reasonable person in the sole discretion of the Executive Director as obscene, immoral, illegal, unlawful, sinister, racist, sexist, hateful, mean spirited, homophobic, slanderous, false surreptitious, demeaning, religiously or political insensitive or disrespectful, dishonorable, inappropriate, inhumane, divisive, or in any manner or form tends to negatively reflect on Miss Tuscaloosa or Miss Tuscaloosa Competition as determined in the sole discretion of the Executive Director, and I will immediately remove anything thereon as is requested by the Executive Director. ______(Initial)

14. Will accept the “friend requests” of the Executive Director and Miss Tuscaloosa Board and allow the access necessary to efficiently and consistently monitor Miss Tuscaloosa’s social media profile pages, websites, and/or Internet domains. _____(Initial)

15. Refrain from the public display of affection of any individual with whom I am in any sort of romantic relationship whatsoever while appearing as Miss Tuscaloosa including on any social media profile pages, websites, and/or Internet domains, _______(Initial)

16. Refrain from speaking negatively in public about any other candidates in any preliminary competition to the Miss Alabama Competition or any other candidates in the Miss Alabama Competition, or her family, friends, or director(s); and refrain from speaking negatively in public about any member of the Board of Directors of the Miss Alabama Competition or any local preliminary director. ______(Initial)

17.  Succession clause.  In the event Miss Tuscaloosa is selected as Miss Alabama, there       

will not be a successor named.  ______(Initial)

   18. Winner clause.  Former Miss Tuscaloosa may recomplete one year after they give up 

          their title.   ______(Initial)

19.  Scholarship Award. I understand that I must claim all scholarships, awards and prizes offered to me as Miss Tuscaloosa, as an award winner of Miss Tuscaloosa, or otherwise offered to me about my participation in the Miss Tuscaloosa Competition within thirty (30) days after the date of the Miss Tuscaloosa Competition in which such was awarded to me, and I further understand and agree that if I do not claim the same within, the time specified   herein the same will be forfeited forever.  I understand and agree that scholarships shall only be used to pay expenses related to tuition, room and board, fees, books, student loan debt and other expenses directly related to my education. I agree that I am required to provide the Executive Director with the name of the educational institution to which scholarship money should be delivered, along with the address for the institution’s student financial affairs division and my student number before scholarship money will be paid on my behalf.  If I am not enrolled in school or have outstanding loans or debt for which payment can be made, then the Executive Director shall within her sole discretion determine the method and manner of payment of scholarship money and how said money may be utilized and applied by the recipient. Further, if I am named as an alternate to the title of Miss Tuscaloosa, as the Talent Award winner, or if I am awarded any scholarship, award or prize in connection with my participation in the Miss Tuscaloosa Competition which is sponsored by a business, individual or organization, then I agree to write a respectable and suitable thank you note to the designated sponsor within thirty (30) days of announcement of the same, and I will ensure delivery of the thank you note upon its delivery to the sponsor. The winner’s scholarship award(s) will be dispersed on the following schedule upon receipt of the acceptance letter AND receipt of the enrollment verification from the winner’s college or university:  100% On Monday following the 2022 Miss Tuscaloosa Pageant.  __________(Initial)
20. Loss of title.  If any of the representations and warranties made by me are false, or if I engage in any of the prohibited acts or activities described in any paragraph above during the year of my service, or if I otherwise fail to conduct myself in a manner which, in the opinion of the Miss Tuscaloosa Competition and/or the Miss Alabama Competition, does not uphold and maintain the dignity and honor of the title “Miss Tuscaloosa” or if I suffer any disability which, in the sole and exclusive judgment of the Director of the Miss Tuscaloosa Competition, may impair my ability to perform the duties expected of me as “Miss Tuscaloosa”, I understand and agree that the Miss Tuscaloosa Competition may at its exclusive option terminate my right to participate in the Miss Alabama Competition.  My right to the title of Miss Tuscaloosa, and all awards, scholarships and prerequisites pertaining thereto will be terminated.  My successor will receive all the benefits to which I would otherwise have been entitled.  ______(Initial)
21.  Image release.  All photographs, videotapes, motion picture films, or other recordings of reproductions made of me as a contestant in the Miss Tuscaloosa Competition, either individually or as a member of a group, about the Pageant, shall become the property of the Miss Tuscaloosa Competition, the Miss Alabama Pageant, and the Miss America Competition, and the same may be used and reused by them, or anyone designated by them, for publicity, advertising or any other proper use.  I hereby release the Miss Tuscaloosa Competition to post my photographs and biographical information on the Miss Tuscaloosa website.  I acknowledge that it is my responsibility to obtain copyright permission for the photo to be used and the Miss Tuscaloosa Competition and its sponsors will not be held liable for any infringement.  ______(Initial)

22.  Responsibility.  I understand that I am solely responsible for all aspects of my role as Miss Tuscaloosa.  I realize that all preparation for participation in the Miss Alabama Competition, including community service, is to be completed by me personally.  I will have all documents, photos, and mandatory requirements of Miss Alabama Competition prepared by the deadline set forth by the Miss Alabama Competition.  I also understand that I am to maintain regular communication with the director of the Miss Tuscaloosa Competition.  Establish an e-mail address that will be monitored every 48 hours at a minimum and will respond promptly to e-mails and phone calls from the Director and all Board members.  ______(Initial)

23.  Sponsors.  I recognize that during my year of service as Miss Tuscaloosa, I am required to represent the sponsors of the Miss Tuscaloosa Competition; this includes utilizing the services and products awarded to Miss Tuscaloosa from the sponsors.  Failure to utilize the services and products donated by the sponsors shall result in a forfeiture of all or some of the scholarship winnings awarded to me as Miss Tuscaloosa.  ______(Initial)
24. Compliance.   I am otherwise eligible for the title of Miss Tuscaloosa by complying with all requirements of the State & Local Candidate Contract set forth by the Miss America Organization including those that pertain to gender, marital status, parental status, good character, criminal record & prior conduct.  ______(Initial)

25.  Candidate Agreement.  I______________________________________, a Miss Tuscaloosa contestant, have read the agreement and understand all rules, conditions, and regulations set forth by the Miss Tuscaloosa Competition and if selected Miss Tuscaloosa will be able to follow and fulfill all rules, conditions, and regulations set forth in the Requirements of Miss Tuscaloosa.  I understand that if found in violation of any part of this contract, the Director has the authority to terminate my right to participate in the Miss Alabama pageant.  My right to the title of Miss Tuscaloosa, and all awards scholarships and prerequisites pertaining thereto will be terminated.  My successor will receive all the benefits to which I would otherwise have been entitled.  ______(Initial)

Signature of Contestant





Date
Signature/of Parent (if contestant is under the age of 18)

Date
Miss Tuscaloosa
Talent Request Form

Name:__________________________________________________________________

Last 



First 



Middle 

Talent Category in which you will perform – please be specific: 

________________________________________________________________________

Name of Selection:_______________________________________________________________ 

Composer or Author: ________________________________________________________

Will You Use CD Accompaniment Track? □ Yes □ No 

Will You Use Props? □ Yes □ No 

Type of Prop: _____________________________________________ 

Microphone Preference: 
□ Stand 

□ Hand Held 

□ Lavaliere 

□ Instrument □ Piano □ Other (please specify) __________________________________ 

□ No Mic 

TALENT INTRODUCTION 
(30 Words or Less – Please Type) 

Miss Tuscaloosa Competition Information

Each candidate is judged by the selection panel immediately after each event. The score will range between 1 and 10. The high and low scores for each candidate are discarded in each area of competition. 

The Phases of Competition are listed below in order: 

Personal Interview with Judges Interview - 35%  
Wardrobe: Candidate’s Choice:  Interview Attire 

The panel of judges meets with each candidate for a 10- minute private interview. 
Allows insight into the candidate’s ability to fulfill the responsibilities outlined in the job description and contract

Provide the opportunity to learn as much as possible about the candidate’s qualities and attributes to fulfill the titleholder position

Allows insight into the commitment to advance and execute on her social impact initiative and have a year of service – not celebrity

Allows insight into the commitment to continue her education

Allows insight into the ability to express and distinguish her beliefs and have a true knowledge of the world around her

Ability to get sense of accomplishments above and beyond the resume

The interview no longer requires an opening statement. Judges are given 9 ½ minutes to ask a variety of questions. At that point, the candidate has a brief opportunity (30 second maximum) to clarify an earlier answer or make a final statement. 

On-Stage Interview/Social Impact Initiative – 15% 
Wardrobe: Candidate’s Choice:  Interviewing for the job
The on-stage interview is 20 to 30 seconds 
Advancing the same criteria as the personal interview by bringing it on stage in an interactive energetic way to showcase each candidates’ intelligence, personality, charisma, and aptitude for the titleholder job

Allows audiences to truly get to know the candidate

Allows ability to see how these discussions take place in a public forum showcasing the greater ability to communicate, stage presence, commanding presence, and relatability

Allows ability to judge first impression reaction

Allows ability to determine if the candidate cannot simply answer the question asked, but build on a conversation from the personal interview

Allows the ability to see interactivity and discussion

Allows the ability to see if candidate can serve as a role model and is reflective of her generation
Note:  On-Stage Interview is a continuation of the private interview.  The judge who started private interview for the particular candidate writes their on-stage question, no other person, at the immediate conclusion of that candidates’ interview.  The on-stage questions cannot be provided to candidates or anyone else in advance of the on-stage competition.  The minimum expectation is one question.  The judge is not required to read the question live if it cannot be accommodated.  It would be ideal for this element of competition if the questions were asked by the judge live and more than on question would allow for better display of peaking skills to the audience, but it may not always be possible.
Talent - 35% 
Wardrobe:  Candidate’s Choice: Talent

Each contestant will perform a talent presentation not to exceed 90 seconds
Allows insight into the candidate’s preparatory and performance skills 
Looks at selection of talent presentation, as well as the performance
Looks at interpretive ability and technical skill level including execution, technique synchronization, and control

Allows insight into stage presence and on-stage personality

Allow a look at the totality of the elements, Costume, Props. Music, Voice, Use of the Body, and Choreography

Looks for how enjoyable and relatable the performance is

Evening Wear Competition (Red Carpet”) - 15% 
Wardrobe:  Candidate’s Choice:  Red Carpet Glamour
Allows a look into a how the candidate exhibits her own personal style, attitude, personality, grace, presence, and confidence while making her own statement about her mission for the job
Allows a look into composure, confidence, the attention she captures on the stage, her command of the stage, presence, and how she appears in the spotlight

Allows ability to judge first impression reaction

Allows a look at posture and carriage

  
Miss Tuscaloosa
Pageant Day General Rules:

1. RESPECT YOURSELF AND OTHERS! Treat everyone involved with the pageant the way you want to be treated. Our volunteers have put in a great deal of work and time to get everything ready for today. Make sure you thank them! 

2. HAVE FUN, MAKE FRIENDS AND SMILE! These are the days that you will miss the most! Be sure to introduce yourself and get to know the people you will be competing with. It makes the day much more enjoyable when you know you are with friends.
3. NO VIDEOS OR PHOTOS DURING THE PAGEANT. NO ONE can take pictures or videos during the pageant due to Miss Alabama pageant rules. This rule must be respected and obeyed.  Anyone not obeying these rules will be asked to leave.

4. NO FRIENDS OR FAMILY ALLOWED IN DRESSING ROOMS OR BACKSTAGE! Again, we have great volunteers helping out backstage! Anything you need, we will do our best to make happen! 
5. NO OUTSIDE HAIR STYLISTS OR MAKEUP ARTISTS ALLOWED! Contestants should come to the pageant prepared to do their own hair and makeup. This will be great practice for future pageants in the Miss America system. 

6. NO FOOD OR DRINK ALLOWED IN AUDITORIUM. We want to avoid spilling anything and to respect the facility guidelines. Also, we do not want to ruin your pageant day garments nor fellow contestants. All food & drinks will be provided for you by the pageant in a designated area. 

7. PAY ATTENTION DURING REHEARSALS! We have a very tight schedule and want to ensure each contestant learns the routines for opening number, fitness, and evening gown in the time allotted. 
8. TALENT MAY BE REHEARSED TWICE ONLY. Each contestant will receive a scheduled time allotment to rehearse her talent selection through twice. If any contestant chooses to forfeit one or both rehearsals, the next contestant will be called and the rehearsal may be completed at the end of all rehearsals only with the express consent of the Director, and only if time permits. 

9. CELL PHONES MUST be turned OFF or on SILENT during the pageant and must not be used by contestants during pageant day except during breaks. 

10. THANK YOU NOTES – We ask that each winner write Thank You notes to sponsors and donors as soon after the pageant as possible, using the address list we will provide for you. Thank you notes are a small way of showing our sponsors how much we appreciate them! 

Items You MUST Have With You on Pageant Day

· Talent attire and all props
· 2 copies of your talent CD, in case there was a problem with the one received with your application. 
· Notebook and Pen
· List of current extracurricular activities, dates for events related to those activities, and dates for family obligations.
· All clothes, make-up and other pageant necessities
· Robe to wear backstage
Other Important Things To Remember

· Please wear comfortable clothes when you arrive and remember that parents and friends MUST leave after helping unload
· No contestants may leave the pageant venue during pageant day. You will be in very good hands and will have lots of fun! 
· No outside hair or make-up artists allowed. 
· All meals and snacks will be provided by the Miss Tuscaloosa organization. 
· If you have specific food allergies, you may bring your own food/snack items. However, you MUST inform the pageant director upon your arrival.
· Please label anything you wish to keep. Any items left without a label cannot be returned. 
                                              
17

